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Editor's  Note: 

Solid  waste. ...Garbage.. ..Trash!  Not  glamorous  words. 
Since  the  concerns  of  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
don't  always  command  instant  attention,  we've  developed  a 
sense  of  humor.  Our  mascot  is  Terry  Trash  who  often  tells  our 
stories  in  FORWARD. 

Don't  get  us  wrong.  We  are  very  serious  about  the  problems 
of  managing  waste,  but  we've  found  people  will  listen  to  Terry 
because  of  his  "down  home  language".  Recently,  we  invited 
Terry  to  Helena  to  learn  about  the  Bureau.  This  is  the  story  he 
wrote  for  his  hometown  newspaper: 

SOLID  WASTE 
MANAGEMENT  BUREAU 
SERVES  THE  STATE 

So  you  think  managing 
solid  waste  is  just  pick- 
ing up  garbage  from 
the  alley  and  dumping 
it  someplace  out  of 
town?  Boy,  are  you 
behind  the  times! 
It  is  a  concern  for  the  environment,  public  health, 
air  and  water  pollution  and  proper  land  use.  Just  to 
choose  a  proper  sanitary  landfill  site,  you  have  to 
know  geology,  hydrology,  chemistry,  soil  composi- 
tion and  lots  more. 

Maybe  you  don't  realize  that  some  of  the  daily 
headlines  you  read  are  really  about  solid  waste  man- 
agement: 

Town  Forced  to  Eva- 
cuate as  Emissions 
from  Hazardous  Waste 
Disposal  Site  Become 
Dangerous. 

Local  Burning  Dump 
Causes  Grass  Fire 
Burning  Hundreds  of 
Acres. 

Two  Calves  Die  After 
Eating  Plastic  Blown 
From  Dump  Site. 

City's  Water  Supply 
Poisoned  by  Landfill 
Dump. 

Congress  recognized  the  problems  way  back  in 
1965.  It  passed  a  law  to  do  away  with  open  dumps 
and  require  that  they  be  converted  into  sanitary  land- 
fills. Right  after  that,  Montana  passed  a  similar  law. 

By  1976,  Congress  decided  that  wasn't  enough  so 
it  came  up  with  the  Resource  Conservation  and  Re- 
covery Act  which  provides  for  state  hazardous  waste 
programs,  development  of  state-wide  solid  waste  man- 
agement plans  and  the  final  elimination  of  open 
dumps.  Again,  Montana  passed  a  law  saying  the  same 
thing  so  it  would  be  able  to  take  care  of  its  own  pro- 
blems. 


Now  it's  up  to  the  Solid  Waste  Management 
Bureau  and  local  governments.  Being  a  local  govern- 
ment official,  I  know  all  the  things  we  have  to  worry 
about.  But,  I  wasn't  sure  what  all  the  Bureau  does  so 
I  went  to  Helena  to  find  out.  I  found  out  they  have 
plenty  to  do. 


Here's  a  sample  list: 


Solid  Waste  Management 

Sanitary  Landfills 
Solid  Waste  Systems 
Resource  Recovery  Programs 
Hazardous  Waste  Management 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  Disposal 
License  and  Control  of  Transporters 
Respond  in  Emergencies 
Junked  Vehicle  Program 
County  and  Private  Vehicle  Graveyards 
Collection  and  Recycling  Junked  Vehicles 
Enlarge  Program  to  Include  Other  Items 
Local  Solid  Waste  Management  Plans 
Funding  and  Assistance 
Participation  in  Meetings 
Technical  Assistance 
Technical  and  Scientific  Information- 
Development,  Dissemination  to  Local  &  State 
Officials  and  General  Public  on  All  Areas  of 
Solid  Waste  Management 


Now,  that's  a  lot  of  things  to  be  concerned  with. 
Besides  all  of  that,  the  Bureau  must  keep  up  to  date 
about  the  rapid  changes  taking  place  in  solid  waste 
management  and  what  is  working  in  other  places. 

You  know,  we  people  at  the  local  level  must  de- 
cide things  such  as  whether  collection  will  be  private 
or  public,  whether  we  need  a  new  landfill  site  or  want 
to  cooperate  on  an  area-wide  site,  or  do  we  want  to 
start  a  local  recycling  program.  But  we  need  all  the 
help  we  can  get  and  that's  why  the  Bureau  is  here.  It 
can  give  us  information,  recommendations,  and  guide- 
lines so  we  can  make  the  best  decisions  possible. 

I  should  mention  that  solid  waste  is  no  small  pro- 
blem in  this  state.  Just  look  at  these  figures! 

— — i  »iiiiii»M||TBia|fMWlflWWHBMBnWtT'',l'l'"'l''''l,'™^M*^^™*™™' 


SOLID  WASTE  - 
DISPOSAL  SITES 


600,000  TONS  ANNUALLY 
(4.3  LBS/PERSON/DAY) 
245  SITES 
(121  NOT  IN  COMPLIANCE) 
PRIVATE  JUNKED  VEHICLE  FACILITIES  160 
JUNKED  VEHICLES  COLLECTED      10,000  TONS 

RECYCLED  ANNUALLY 
HAZARDOUS  WASTES-  250,000  POUNDS 

PRODUCED  ANNUALLY 
PLANNING  GRANTS-       9  AREAWIDE  GRANTS 

FOR  A  TOTAL  OF  $185,906 


TASKS  AND  SERVICES 
OF  THE  BUREAU 


Hazardous  Waste  Management 

1 .  Hazardous  waste  rules  will  be  developed  when 
EPA  regulations  are  finalized. 

2.  Information  on  generation  and  disposal  pro- 
cedures for  the  state's  hazardous  wastes  is  be- 
ing updated. 

3.  Provide  technical  assistance  concerning  proper 
disposal  to  farmers,  ranchers  and  small  busi- 
nesses. 

4.  Procedures  for  licensing  and  control  of  trans- 
porters will  be  developed. 

5.  Improve  the  department's  capabilities  to  re- 
spond to  hazardous  materials  emergencies. 

Solid  Waste  Management 

1.  Review  regulations  which  insure  proper  dispo- 
sal of  solid  wastes. 

2.  Inventory  open  dumps  and  negotiate  with  their 
owner/operators  for  a  timed  compliance  plan. 

3.  License  new  and  existing  solid  waste  manage- 
ment systems. 

4.  Formulate  a  strategy  for  implementing  re- 
source conservation  and  recovery  programs. 

Junked  Vehicle  Program 

1 .  Inspect  and  license  county  vehicle  graveyards. 

2.  Administer  statewide  junked  vehicle  collection 
and  recycling  program. 

3.  Pursue  possible  recycling  of  white  goods  and 
empty  triple-rinsed  pesticide  barrels  within 
junked  vehicle  program. 

4.  Continue  study  of  potential  uses  of  discarded 
tires. 

5.  Continue  administration  of  the  establishment 
and  licensing  of  private  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facilities. 

Local  Solid  Waste  Planning. 

1 .  Funding  of  regional  and  local  solid  waste  plan- 
ning will  continue. 

2.  Actively  participate  in  planning  efforts  and 
public  meetings. 

Technical  Assistance  and  Public  Information. 

1.  General,  technical  and  scientific  information 
relating  to  solid  waste  management  is  provided 
to  all  local  and  state  officials,  planners  and  the 
general  public  as  requested. 

2.  Information  on  solid  waste  management  sys- 
tems including  collection  methods,  recycling 
programs  and  markets,  and  other  innovations 
in  the  field  are  studied  and  reviewed. 

3.  Disseminate  information  of  the  broad  range  of 
solid  waste  concerns  through  the  state's  media 
and  FORWARD  as  well  as  at  public  meetings 
and  through  the  university  system. 

NEW  USES  DISCOVERED  EVERY  DAY! 

A  recent  news  item  from  the  Associated  Press  docu- 
ments a  new  use  for  a  garbage  can.  Maybe  not  all  that  new,  but 
definitely  different.  We've  changed  the  names  to  protect  the 

guilty: 

John  Smith  and  his  girlfriend  of  four  years  were  having 
an  argument  when,  according  to  police,  he  decided  to  dump 
her. 

Officers  said  they  found  his  girlfriend,  Mary  Jones,  in  a 
garbage  container  in  Smith 's  back  yard. 

Jones,  19,  told  police  that  Smith,  20,  had  picked  her 
up  and  tossed  her  into  the  rubbish-filled  receptacle.  Officers 
said  each  time  she  tried  to  get  out,  Smith  slammed  the  lid 
down. 

According  to  the  files  of  the  Solid  Waste  Management 
Bureau,  this  is  the  first  such  documented  use  for  trash  cans. 
However,  the  Bureau  is  not  opening  a  new  file  for  it. 


PROPOSED  LEGISLATIVE  CHANGES 


The  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau  will  pro- 
pose minor  revisions  in  several  state  laws  concerning 
its  responsibilities  to  the  next  legislative  session.  Bas- 
ically all  changes  will  streamline  specific  nrocedures 
and  strengthen  the  particular  law  involved. 

The  proposed  chages  are: 

Cesspool,  Septic  Tank  and  Privies  Law.  The 
proposed  changes  will  simplify  the  licensing  proce- 
dure for  septic  tank  pumpers  and  insure  proper  dis- 
posal of  the  pumpings. 

Solid  Waste  Management  Act.  (HB  708,  Appro- 
priations) It  is  proposed  to  delete  the  section  requir- 
ing local  governments  to  repay  planning  grants 
authorized  under  the  Act  because  such  a  requirement 
may  prevent  implementation  of  plans  which  are  de- 
veloped. 

Refuse  Disposal  District  Law.  The  proposed 
amendments  will  streamline  the  process  required  to 
form  a  Refuse  Disposal  District  and  assure  appropri- 
ate public  notification  and  participation. 

NATIONAL  ADS  DISCUSS  LANDFILLS 

Ads  in  current  national  magazines  discuss  the  issue  of 
landfills.  The  conflicting  headlines  say:  "Landfills  are  noisy... 
messy."  "Landfills  are  a  good  way  to  get  rid  of  trash." 

The  discussion  which  follows  presents  some  thoughtful 
information.  It  deserves  repeating  in  part: 

Two  men  look  at  a  sanitary  landfill.  One  sees  a  mess, 
the  other  a  community  asset.  Who's  right? 

Americans  throw  out  some  500  million  tons  of  "junk  " 
yearly.  Disposal  is  a  colossal  problem.  Hauling  it  off  can  in- 
crease traffic  to  disposal  grounds.  Heavy  equipment  working 
the  sites  is  sometimes  noisy.  Occasionally,  there  are  odors. 
Often  the  land  is  torn  up  as  modern  operators  trench  and  bury 
wastes.  True,  sites  are  converted  later  to  another  use,  but 
critics  say  that  sometimes  takes  years. 

Proponents  ask  "What's  the  alternative?"  If  left  to  accu- 
mulate, waste  would  bury  us.  Burning  pollutes  and  leaves  a 
residue  to  get  rid  of.  Open  dumping  is  out/awed.  A  well  plan- 
ned landfill  project  spreads  out  trash  in  thin  layers,  compacts 
and  covers  it  daily  with  soil,  discouraging  flies,  vermin,  lingering 
odors.  Many  are  landscaped  and  have  become  parks,  golf 
courses,  and  civic  development  sites. 

True,  sanitary  landfills  are  a  tidy  answer  to  a  growing 
problem.  But  we  need  other  solutions  to  waste  disposal  too. 
We  should  recycle  more  materials,  recover  metals,  reuse  glass, 
look  for  ways  to  extract  chemicals,  burn  otherwise  valueless 
wastes  for  fuel. 

Right  now  reclamation  isn't  working  well.  There  are 
problems  of  economy  and  markets  are  difficult  to  find  for 
reclaimed  products.  But  numerous  pilot  programs  are  in  oper- 
ation. Answers  are  being  sought.  Sanitary  landfills  breach  the 
gap,  taking  care  of  today's  wastes,  giving  us  leeway  to  perfect 
more  efficient  reclamation. 

We  think  efficient  waste  management  is  important  to 
the  health  and  beauty  of  our  land. 

The  ad  was  sponsored  byCaterpillarTractor  Company. 
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